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Therapy to be more appropriate, Dr.
Hall is also certified in NAET, and has
been successful in treating grass al-
lergies, inflimmatory bowel disease
and food allergies, and other allergy

problems. “i-add about five new
holistic clients a month, just through

word of mouth,” says Dr. Hall.

Dr. Cynthia Maro, of Ellwood Ani-
mal Hospital, is perhaps the holistic
veterinary pioneer in the area, hav-

ing been in practice for 18 years, and

involved with holistics for 17. She
was exposed to acupuncture as a stu-
dent, using it as a diagnostic tool and

is now a practitioner of all the above

modalities, plus nemeérous others.
“With chronic illness, conventional
medicine can take its toll on the
_body,” says Dr. Maro. “Alternative
therapies works better.”.

Variety of uses

~One of the more unusual is called
gold bead therapy. “Acupuncture

needles made of different metals,.

such as brass, gold, and silver, are
used for different effects,” says Dr.

Maro. “In gold bead therapy, beads’

nplanted very precisely through

« .gwide needle while the animal
is under anesthesia. This is especial-
ly helpful in hip dysplasia and arthri-
tis. Arthritis i1s a reactive process
which creates bony deposits, muscle
.atrophy, and restriction of move-
ment. The beads decrease new bone

formation and keep the joints mov-

ing.”

She also says that 65-70 per cent of
her clients benefit from holistic
methads such as acupunctureTo
ternal problems, not just for rehab,
although her practice does include
an extensive rehab program.
'Dr.Maro finds the use of essential
o0ils effective during massage and
myofascial therapy. The clinic stocks
about 50 different oils, and one par-
ticular canine technique called “rain-
drop” therapy uses a combination of
9, including a number of herbs like
peppermint, wintergreen, basil, and
cgpress After massage, the dog is

then covered with a heated blanket,
followed by some stretching.

One unique feature Dr. Maro uses
is the underwater treadmill, called
Aquapaws, “To the best of my knowi-
edge, it is only the second one in

MANY OPT!ONS’ Everythmg from acupuncture to speaallzed physacal therapy can be used to improve a pet's health wher

a holistic approach is used.

Pennsylvania,” says practice manag-
er jim Focareta. “We have a 350 gal-

=" . lon water tank. The animal begins

walking on the treadmill, wearing a
floatation device as heated water is
pumped-into the treadmill tank. The
idea is for if to continue treading
without the treadmill as more water
is added. Sometimes it will panic,
then the water is lowered again. This
is very popular for dogs with arthri-
tis, and for show dogs.”

Dr. Maro also does numerous oth-
er holistic therapies, including laser
therapy, therapeutic ultrasound, and
electrostimulation. “Many clients
seek out Dr. Maro because they
choose not to use drugs themselves,”
says Focareta. “But others come to us
with aged pets because they have
exhausted all other options.”




