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Se arated twins |

ald to make.

| "good progress

’H:e Assaaatea' Press .

.. - DALLAS = Oneyearago, :
twin Egyptian_ boys. born
joined at ‘the tops: of their -
heads were separated. after:
a-34-hour.;procedure - that: -
doctors warned could have °

resulted in the death’ of one
or both.

©"The bubbly 3-year—01ds'
Mohamed and Ahmed .
- Ibrahim, continue to get. .
therapy, and- doctors say
their ﬁiture is. looking -

bright.

limitations . on their im-

'.provement, said Dr. Dale

Swift, among the five neu-
rosurgeons who helped
sepatite the twins at Chil-
iiren s Medical Center Dal-
as

Living_with their par-
ents in ‘a Dallas apartment,
the boys laugh easily, ca-
gerly repeating words and
greeting visitors with a
‘{H ”
- The twins captured the
attention of Palm Beach
County residents in Sep-
tember 2002, when they

" tame for a special brand of
‘massage therapy from Dr.

John Upledger, founder of
the Upledger Institute and
Foundation, and ventured
to local beaches and the
Busch Wildlife Sanctuary in
their spare time..

“We dbnt place any

The. twins’ .-doctors -in

Dalias hoped . . that  the

methods Upledger devel
oped ‘would help stimuilate.
~ the toddlers’ digestive, res-
piratory: and. cardiac sys-

tems to work independent-

ly. The method attempts to.
" reach those :systems by

genﬂy pressuring the skull,

spine and sacrum and the
fluid -and: membranes that
inake up- the- craniosacral : -

system.

Mohamed has started to.

walk “while holding onto

ob]ects Ahmed is able to'
tount in English and Ara: -
pic. He stands with some -
_help and is working ‘on .

walking. Although Moham-

* ed s getting around better
than Ahmed, Abmed’s lan-

guage skills are better than
Mohamed’s. _

+ They still have feeding
tubes, but the twins also eat
and drink on their own.

. “From- a cognitive
standpoint, they seem to be
right on track,” said Dr.
Frederick Sklar, another
neurosurgeon involved in

the. separation. “Theyre

speaking in two languages;
from a mofor standpoint
théyre making progress.
We're really -optimistic
about what they’ll ultimate-
ly be able to do.”

Staff writer Sonja Isger con-

“tributed to this story.

7= good. D0



